
 
 

                               
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October xx, 2012 
 
Contact: Jeff Lowrance, 704.330.6660, jeff.lowrance@cpcc.edu 
 
The German Language & Culture Foundation awards CPCC $6,000 grant  
Two CPCC students receive scholarships, funding supports study abroad program, studies in Germany 

The German Language & Culture Foundation (GLCF) of Charlotte, N.C., has given Central Piedmont 
Community College (CPCC) a $6,000 grant to support scholarships associated with the College’s study 
abroad program to Germany. The monies paid for two CPCC students to study abroad in Germany 
during July 2012, and supported the students’ German language classes as well. 
 
The gift to the College reinforces the GLCF’s commitment to supporting projects that help create long-
term friendships and promote a better understanding between the people of German-speaking countries 
and the Charlotte metro region. Charlotte is a mecca for German-based business operations; the Queen 
City’s German companies employ more than 15,000 people across the region.  
 
“There are approximately 240 companies from German-speaking Europe with facilities in the Charlotte 
region and about 500 in the Carolinas,” said Kurt G. Waldthausen, chairman and founder of The German 
Language & Culture Foundation. “Knowing this, it’s imperative that we give CPCC students a distinct 
advantage over the competition by equipping them with the language and job skills international business 
leaders are seeking in their workforce.” 
 
CPCC students Jade Fox of Fort Mill, S.C., and Jose Rivera of Pineville, N.C., were named the 2012 
German Language & Culture Foundation Scholarship recipients. The two students have been studying 
German at CPCC and plan to continue German language study in the future. 
 
“After visiting Germany and being so far from anything that I’ve ever known, I now want to see more of 
the world,” said Fox. “If a month in Germany can have such an impact on me, I can only imagine what 
else I can learn from the rest of the world.”  
 
This year marks the fourth consecutive year that the Foundation has bestowed a scholarship to a CPCC 
student.  
 
To learn more about CPCC’s study abroad programs, please visit www.cpcc.edu/study-abroad or contact 
Nadine Russell at 704.330.6167. For more information on the German Language & Culture Foundation, 
please visit www.germanfoundation.com. 
 
Central Piedmont Community College is the largest community college in North Carolina, offering close 
to 300 degree and certification programs, customized corporate training, market-focused continuing 
education, and special interest classes. CPCC is academically, financially and geographically accessible 
to all citizens of Mecklenburg County. In 2002, the National Alliance of Business named CPCC the 
Community College of the Year for its response to the workforce and technology needs of local 
employers and job seekers through innovative educational and training strategies.  
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Jade Fox 
Even though she is a Geology major at CPCC, second-year student Jade Fox (Linda 
Payne) hopes to successfully combine her love of rocks and fossils with her study of 
the German language. Since arriving at CPCC, Jade has taken a German language 
class each semester and has come to enjoy the language and its history. 
 
Her passion for German only intensified this past summer when she participated in the 
College’s study abroad experience in Germany. “After visiting Germany and being so 
far from anything that I’ve ever known, I now want to see more of the world. If a month 
in Germany can have such an impact on me, I can only imagine what else I can learn 
from the world,” said Jade. 
 

Equipped with a newfound sense of global awareness, Jade is hopeful for the future and her career 
aspirations. She will transfer to UNC Charlotte in spring 2013 to earn a bachelor’s degree and then plans to 
pursue a Ph.D. in Geology, all while continuing her German studies. 
 
 “I would like to one day speak the language fluently,” explains Jade. “My recent study abroad experience in 
Germany was the ideal first step for me to take toward that goal and I look forward to the many adventures 
that lay ahead – hopefully they include returning to Germany!” 
 
 
 

 
Jose Rivera 
Jose Rivera’s study abroad experience to Germany was “amazing.” “It stretched the 
limits of my cultural understanding, expanded my knowledge of the German language 
and improved my overall fluency,” explained Jose. 
 
A political science major at CPCC, Jose has studied German for four semesters at 
CPCC and is currently pursuing a career in law. His future plans include transferring to 
Columbia University in New York, where he hopes to complete his bachelor’s degree, 
continue his law studies and become an attorney. 
 
While it’s unclear to Jose how his German study abroad experience will influence his 
career path, he does know his travels abroad exposed him to great diversity that 

helped him view the world – and Germany – in a different way. 
 
“Germany is a country that holds great beauty, boasts great food and is recognized as a capital of cultural 
achievement,” explains Jose. “I was honored to be its guest this past summer and be surrounded by the 
spirits of some of the greatest minds in the history of mankind who consistently pushed the limits in the arts 
and sciences.” 

 


