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The German Language & Culture Foundation awards students study abroad scholarships
Four CPCC students receive $1,666 scholarships, funding to be applied toward summer course in
Germany
The German Language & Culture Foundation (GLCF) of Charlotte, N.C., has awarded four, $1,666
scholarships to four CPCC students. The funding helped pay for costs associated with each student’s
study abroad excursion to Germany in July, including German language classes.
The gift to the College reinforces the German Language & Culture Foundation’s commitment to
supporting projects that help create long-term friendships and promote a better understanding between
the people of German-speaking countries and the Charlotte metro region. Charlotte is a mecca for
German-based business operations; the Queen City’s German companies employ more than 15,000
people across the region.
"There are over 250 companies from German-speaking Europe (Austria, Germany and Switzerland) in
the greater Charlotte area and CPCC is a valued and important partner to the GLCF,” said Kurt G.
Waldthausen, chairman and founder of The German Language & Culture Foundation. “Providing GLCF
scholarships to CPCC students meets the goal of providing these companies with college graduates who
come with some German language skills, which is needed at all levels - from machine operators to
service technicians, marketing or sales staff. Learning the German language in the Queen City makes
good business and financial sense."
CPCC students Thomas Detoy, Ryan Lipp and Maria Williams of Charlotte, N.C.; and Priscilla Baddouh
of Waxhaw, N.C., were named the 2011 German Language & Culture Foundation Scholarship recipients.
The four students have been studying German at CPCC and plan to continue German language study in
the future.
“The study abroad trip to Germany taught me a lot about myself as an individual,” explains Lipp. “It gave
me more self-confidence and showed me all that I can accomplish. Not only did my experience abroad
make me a better global citizen, but it also helped move me one step closer to my professional goal of
living in Germany full time and working as a civil engineer for a German-based company.”
This year marks the third consecutive year that the Foundation has bestowed a scholarship to a CPCC
student.
To learn more about CPCC’s study abroad programs, please visit www.cpcc.edu/study-abroad. For more
information on the German Language & Culture Foundation, please visit www.germanfoundation.com.
Central Piedmont Community College is the largest community college in North Carolina, offering close
to 300 degree and certification programs, customized corporate training, market-focused continuing

education, and special interest classes. CPCC is academically, financially and geographically accessible
to all citizens of Mecklenburg County. In 2002, the National Alliance of Business named CPCC the
Community College of the Year for its response to the workforce and technology needs of local
employers and job seekers through innovative educational and training strategies.
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CPCC Students Study Abroad in Germany
Maria Williams
Inspired by previous international travel, Maria Williams was
immediately drawn to CPCC’s Go Global study abroad club and
developed an interest in traveling to Heidelberg, Germany. During her
four-week stay with a family in Heidelberg, Williams found the diversity
of the area to be an inspirational experience, meeting students from
France, Spain, Switzerland, the Czech Republic and more during her
time there.
Williams is acutely aware of the benefits of developing a career path
that she can use internationally. Upon her completion at CPCC,
Williams plans to transfer to a four-year university to complete her
bachelor’s degree. President of CPCC’s Mu Alpha Theta chapter, she
is interested in pursuing her degree in mathematics. She is currently in
her fourth semester of German at CPCC and has earned a cumulative
3.811 GPA during her time at the College. Upon graduating from
college, Williams plans to complete her post-graduate work at a school
in Germany and pursue a career as a college professor.

Priscila Baddouh
Brazil native Priscila Baddouh has only studied the German language
for three semesters and is already enamored with the country. She
thoroughly enjoyed her journey abroad this past summer, an
experience she says broadened her world view and exposed her to the
European Union – an economic and political model she finds beneficial
because of its monetary integration and open border policies that
encourage travel.
Her future academic plans include completing her bachelor’s degree in
International Business at UNC-Charlotte. Until then, Priscila plans to
continue to maintain her 4.0 GPA and pursue a master’s degree in
International Relations Management with the aspiration of one day
working for the Brazilian Ministry of External Relations or becoming a
full-time European resident.

Ryan Lipp
CPCC student Ryan Lipp has set his sights on living and working in
Germany after graduating from a four-year university and he isn’t going
to let anything stand in his way. His study abroad experience in
Germany during the summer of 2011 served as the first step toward
reaching his personal and professional goal of one day studying, living
and working in the country as an engineer.
Currently a sophomore at CPCC, Ryan is earning credits that may be
applied to an associate in science degree and has studied the German
language for one year. After graduating from CPCC, he plans to
transfer to a four-year university and complete a bachelor’s degree in
civil engineering.
Ryan encourages his peers to pursue a German Language & Culture
Foundation Scholarship for the many opportunities if offers students.
Thanks to his journey abroad, Ryan learned more about himself,
gained more self-confidence and became a better global citizen – all
important characteristics to possess when seeking to enter the global
workforce and be successful in both business and life.

Thomas Detoy
CPCC student Thomas Detoy is busy earning credits toward an
associate in science degree, but took time out of his academic pursuits
this past summer to travel to Germany as one of four CPCC students
chosen to receive a German Language & Culture Foundation
Scholarship.
Thomas, who had never travelled outside of the U.S. prior to his study
abroad experience, describes his time in Germany as “incredible” and
says that it “opened his eyes to the world.” The trip to Germany has
prompted Thomas to pursue a double major in engineering and
German and explore professional opportunities with German
engineering companies – either in Charlotte or overseas.
To achieve this goal, Thomas will continue to study the German
language (he’s currently in his third semester of study) and work
toward his academic goal of successfully transferring to N.C. State to
pursue a degree in electrical engineering.

