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GERMAN BRINGS LOTS OF FUN TO AMERICAN CLASSROOMS
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THE EFFORTS OF THE GERMAN LANGUAGE & CULTURE FOUNDATION
RESULT IN A 55 PERCENT INCREASE IN GERMAN MAJORS AT UNC

The German Language & Culture Foundation

(GLCF) was recognized by the Charlotte

International Cabinet under the leadership

of Mayor Foxx with the Richard Vinroot International

Achievement Award on May 18 at the Annual

Mayor's International Community Awards (MCIA)

Gala for their efforts related to promoting interna-

tional education and student exchanges. The award

is probably the highest honor presented by the

Charlotte Mayor to international oriented causes,

individuals or organizations.

"Thanks to the generous support of American,

Austrian, German and Swiss corporations and pri-

vate sponsors, the Foundation has been able to

award over 200 scholarships exceeding the sum of

$250,000 to students of local High Schools,

Colleges and Universities to study in a German

speaking country," said Dr. Kurt Waldthausen,

chairman of the GLCF in his acceptance speech.

"Due to (he great
success of the

"Em Sommer in
Dei i tschlan d in if
Goethe '"program

we have had a
record number of

students who have
declared the

German major."

In 2011, twelve students participated in "Ein

Sommer mit Goethe four week intensive language
program. Three students went to the Goethe I nstitut,

Freiburg, three students went to the Goethe Institut,

Gottingen, four students went to Goethe Institut,

Berlin, one student went to the Goethe Institut in

Munchen and one to the Goethe Institut in

Hamburg.

Of the twelve students, three have graduated. All

three of them are making German a part of their post

graduate life.

In a joint letter to the MCIA Commission, the

scholarship recipients of 2010 and 2011 who partic-

ipated in the "Ein Sommer mit Goethe" exchange,

wrote: "We had the opportunity to study abroad in

Germany and have come back with the strong desire

to further the connection between the Charlotte

region and German speaking countries.".
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Dr. Kurt Waldthausen happy about receiving the prestigious award for the GLCF.

The German Language & Culture Foundation (GLCF) was recognized with the
Richard Vinroot International Achievement Award at the Annual Mayor's
International Community Awards (MCIA) Gala on May 18, 2012 in Charlotte.

All photos: Courtesy GLCF
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More importantly, I think that they have

all embraced Germany not just as a sub-

ject of study at the University but as a real

place with real people. (..) Due to the

great success of the "Ein Sommer in
Deutschland mit Goethe" program we

have had a record number of students

who have declared the German major.

After only two Summer Goethe Programs

supported by the GLCF, we have a 55%

increase in German Majors: we now have

56 majors. Of the 21 students who

I i applied for the GLCF scholarship for the

summer 2012, 19 declared a German

Major to be able to apply for the scholar-

ship. Students see the immense opportu-

nity of an intensive immersion program supported by a scholarship.

The numbers indicate that an opportunity like the Goethe summer

program funded by the German Language and Culture Foundation

is the single most successful tool for recruiting German Majors we

have ever had." *

I

The GLCF has supported twenty German majors from UNC

Charlotte to study abroad in Germany in the summers of 2010 and

2011. They each received a scholarship in the amount of $2000

which helped cover the cost of tuition for a one-month intensive lan-

guage and culture course at .the prestigious Goethe-lnstitut in

Germany. The GLCF always makes it a condition that the students

live with host families.

On the student's return, they truly served as ambassadors for all

things German here in the US: they worked, for example, at the

Study Abroad Fair at UNC Charlotte promoting study abroad, and

participated in the Jazz Festival to raise more funds for future schol-

arship recipients.

"We feel that we have become a part of the fabric of the German

business community in Charlotte," says one of the scholarship

recipients. "Several of us are lucky enough to have secured intern-

ships with one of the 230 companies from German speaking coun-

tries here. (..) We have been given an immense advantage over other

job applicants, by being proficient in the German language, cultural-

ly literate and able to say that we are those who are able to adapt to

new situations and challenges."

Anabel Buchenau, PhD, Associate Professor of German at UNC.

wrote in her report about the outcomes of the 2011 GLCF scholar-

ships: "In terms of language fluency, I can say that the improvement

is measurable and they have each improved by one of the Goethe

Institut levels (from Bl to B2) for example. All twelve students

returned with excellent grades (1 und 2 in the German system, A in

the US system).
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